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CHAIRMAN’S CHIRP 
 
Well I’m sƟll trying to come to terms with a most unbelievable trip down the Orange River in 
the Richtersveld. I’d put it up there as one of our best fishing waters in the country. If you 
haven’t already fished it then get it on your bucket list. There are several operator with varying 
prices…you just need to pick the one that suits your level of luxury! Stelios has done an arƟcle 
on our trip later in the Bobbin. 
 
Our home rivers are in a ghastly state at present. I’m told the total rainfall over the last 4 months 
has been 5mm in the catchments of the Bushman’s and Mooi rivers. If you need to fish then 
target our local Scalies they are a worthy adversary, or your favourite sƟll water. 

See you soon. 

FROM THE EDITOR    

The Red BuƩ Wooley Worm demonstrated by Peter Brigg last month was also featured as a 
heritage fly in the September/October ediƟon of the Southern African Flyfishing magazine. 
The recipe for this simple yet effecƟve fly is described below. 
 
I have wriƩen a very short arƟcle on the trip that Andrew and I took to the Richtersveld 2 
weeks ago. I say arƟcle – but it’s more a pictorial. I may be ridiculed for saying this, but I 
thought that the Richtersveld scenery was oŌenƟmes more stunning than the fishing - I surely 
missed many fish while staring at the strange alien terrain! 
 

  

  



 

RED BUTT WOOLEY WORM - BY PETER BRIGG 

 

MATERIALS:  
 

 Hook –streamer hook in the size of your choice 
 Thread – strong black thread  
 Body – peacock fibres or dubbing  
 Tail – black hackle fibres with short red tag  
 Ribbing – sƟff dry fly hackle about hook gap size 

 
 
TYING INSTRUCTIONS: 
 

Step one: Start thread and Ɵe in tail fibres about half the length 
of hook shank 

 
Step two: Tie in 4mm red tag and then Ɵe in 2 strands of peacock 
herl. 

 
Step three: Tie in hackle at but end so that when you palmer it 
forward the fibres face forward. 

 
Step four: Advance tread and wrap shank to front with peacock 
herl and secure. 

 
Step five: Then palmer hackle forward and Ɵe off at head. 

 

 
 
  



 

A SHORT REPORT ON A LONG RIVER – STELIOS COMNINOS 
 
On the 19th of September, six eager anglers took an early morning flight to Cape Town and then hired a Toyota Quantum minibus 
and drove to Sjambok River Camp in the Richtersveld on the Orange River Namibian side of the border. We arrived very late evening 
had dinner, repacked our gear to fit in the boats and got to sleep at about midnight.  
 
In the early morning we were greeted by a strange desert mountain landscape with a cobalt coloured river running through it. We 
loaded our gear into the Ark inflatables and began making our way down the river – stopping to fish where water looked producƟve.  
 

 
We were all amazed at the almost prisƟne state of the river and the remoteness of the locaƟon. However, if you are planning a trip 
there – avoid holiday Ɵmes and the hundreds of noisy canoe tours passing by at frequent intervals. This did disrupt the fishing by 
puƫng the fish down unƟl the waters seƩled again. 
 
The tour operator was Jacques Marais with his new partner EƟenne Erasmus. Both were excellent guides and they ensured that 
every member of the party caught a Largemouth Yellow Fish of large to trophy size (84cm to 92cm) mostly  on a black Muishond 
flies Ɵed on 5/0 circle hooks. In addiƟon, we all caught more than enough sizeable Small Mouth Yellow Fish in the rapids on Ɵny 
18-24 sized nymphs fished euro style.  

 
We camped 5 nights in different locaƟons and fished over about 30km.  On the last night we stayed at the Norotshama River Lodge 
- and were pampered with an excellent dinner, hot showers and comfortable beds….. before our long ride back to Cape Town 
airport on the 25th September in the 100kph goverened Quantum which was a real pain in the buƩ. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
I have, over, the years, fished many internaƟonal desƟnaƟons at considerable cost. I would consider this trip (fishing wise) to be 
comparable if not beƩer than some of those internaƟonal desƟnaƟons – and far more affordable. In my opinion, fishing for yellows 
on this part of the Orange River should be made a compulsory rite of passage for all South African flyanglers 
 

 

  



 

DURBAN FLY TYERS COMMITTEE (Porƞolios subject to change) 

Chairman  Andrew Mather 083 3090233  andrewmather@telkomsa.net  
Vice Chairman Stelios Comninos  083 255 3334 stelios.comninos@gmail.com  

Treasurer  Dave Smith 083 251 1629  smiffam@absamail.co.za  
Secretarial and entertainment Bruce Curry 082 774 5514 Bruce.curry.too@gmail.com 

AddiƟonal member  Tanya Giles  082 336 4489 tanjagiles@icloud.com 
The Bobbin  Stelios Comninos 082 574 3722  stelios.comninos@gmail.com 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 

SubscripƟons for 2018 are now due and payable. At the AGM the subscripƟon was raised marginally. SubscripƟons are now as 

follows 
Joining Fee R250 senior R140 Junior 
Senior Member R250 
Junior Member R150 
Family Member R250 plus R50% of fee for each subsequent family member 

Cash will only be accepted by Dave Smith at meeƟngs of the DFT. All other payment to be made by EFT into the club 
bank account. No direct cash deposits. 
Bank details 
Bank: Standard Bank, Westville 
Branch Code: 045 426. Account #: 053 189 647 

Note: If you pay by EFT, please e-mail Dave Smith 
smiffam@absamail.co.za with your proof of payment staƟng the 
type of members and the member(s) names. 

QUICK LINKS 

DURBAN SHOPS THAT STOCK FLY TYING MATERIAL 
The Complete Angler  Shop 1  6 Village Rd Kloof,3610, Tel 031 764 1488  

Kingfisher  hƩp://www.kingfisher.co.za/shopphp  
The Fish Eagle  105 Victoria Rd, Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu-Natal 

hƩps://www.facebook.com/THEFISHEAGLE   
Explorer Unit 4 Marseilles Park, 25 Marseilles Crescent, Briardene 

www.xplorerflyfishing.co.za 
 SOUTH AFRICAN ONLINE SHOPS 

 

FronƟer Fly Fishing  hƩp://www.fronƟerflyfishing.co.za  
Netbooks  hƩp://www.netbooks.co.za   The Home of Craig Thom   
Stream X  hƩp://www.streamxflyfishing.co.za   

Xplorer www.xplorerflyfishing.co.za 
The African Fly Fisher  hƩp://www.theafricanflyangler.co.za  

KZN FLY FISHING GUIDES/CASTING INSTRUCTORS 
Jan Korrubel  083 99 33 870  jlkorrubel@gmail.com  jan@wildfly.co.za  

Small streams and custom fly tying, casƟng 
Grevin Price  

  
 082 896 3688  grevin@wildfly.co.za  
River and sƟll water (including yellowfish) 

Juan-Pierre Rossouw  076 208 5602  juan@wildfly.co.za   
River and sƟll water (including yellowfish) 

Leon Vermeulen  082 442 4846 /  leon@wildbrowns.co.za   River fishing 
Graham McCall  793 033 735 CasƟng Instructor 
David  Weaver 083 303 4230 / eff@ohs.dorea.co.za  All things about Sterkfontein 

Jeremy Rochester  083 607 6109 Guide and casƟng Instructor  
KZN FLY FISHING AND FLY TYING CLUBS & ASSOCIATIONS   

The Fly Fishers AssociaƟon (FFA)  flyfishersassociaƟon@gmail.com  
The KZN Fly Fishing AssociaƟon (KZNFFA)  hƩp://www.kznffa.org/public/index.asp?pageid=847 

The Natal Fly Fishing Club  hƩp://www.nffc.co.za  
FOSAF hƩp://www.fosaf.org.za   

The Underberg and Himeville Trout Club  hƩp://www.uhƞc.co.za   
Wildfly  hƩp://www.wildflytravel.com/index.php?opƟon=com_content&task=view&i

d=282&Itemid=451  
 



 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

AdverƟsements are free for club members. A modest adverƟsing charged is levied in respect of adverƟsements placed by 
non-members. Contact Dave Smith For details. dave@durbanflytyers.co.za  

MAGNETIC READERS 

 
Hang around your neck so they never get lost or damaged. 
Click open and closed. 
ONLY R100.00 each. 
STRENGTHS : From 1.0 to 3.5 
Colours: Blue, Red, Black, Brown, Grey, Pink, Tortoise Shell 
Contact: 
Linda Arbuthnot: 082 7750 555 
Paul Leisegang: 082 338 0026 

J-VICE FLY TYING VICE 

 
Jay Smit 
Cell: 0832508211 
Email: jay@ismit.co.za 
Web:.jvice.com 

THE ULTIMATE LANDING NET 
 

 
Made in South Africa 
Hand craŌed Landing Net made in 2 ExoƟc woods. 
The mesh is hand knoƩed using a soŌ mulƟ-strand nylon to 
protect the fish which is to be released. The lease clip 
allows the net to hang high up horizontally on your vest so 
it will not get caught up in vegetaƟon. Personalised name 
an opƟonal. 
Contact: Harvey Mulder Cell: 076 0365 123 
Email: harvey.mulder@yahoo.co.za 

HONEY 
 

 
Honey sales: Anja Smith 0832951669 
Bee removal: Dave Smith: 
083 251 1629 

 

 
Walkerbouts Inn - Rhodes 

bookings@walkerbouts.co.za: 045 974 9290 
walkerbouts.co.za 

 

 

 


