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Next Meeting 
Visitors and beginners are welcome. 

Date May 2014 

Venue Room G1 Westville 

Library 

Time 7pm for 7.30pm 

AGM Ian Cox will give a 

short presentation of 

the state of the 

NEM:BA fight 

  

http://www.durbanflytyers.co.za/
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Combined Chirp 

Strewth another year has come and gone and it is AGM time again. It has been a 

topsy turvy year for the DFT with Jay and Geoff bailing from the committee mid-

year. But for all of that I think we have soldiered on reasonably well. This was not 

a year of great events or highlights but the things that matter have been well 

supported. The core of our club, the fly tying evenings remain well supported 

and Cape Vidal remains as popular as ever. That said the general appetite for 

fishing trips seems to have dropped off slightly but I think that is as much an 

indication of the rapidly increasing cost of living as anything else. The only good thing one can say about the 

official inflation rate is that it makes the most crooked politician appear honest by comparison.  

A general election is nearly upon us but before that we have a much more important task and that is the 

election of the committee for the forthcoming year. And for the first time in many a year we go into that 

election without any one putting their hands up for the role of chairman and secretary. Neither are hugely time 

consuming jobs but both need energy and commitment. And that is what drives the success of the club. A 

chairman who is thinking of new things, keeping the good ship pointed in the right direction and ensuring that 

the club remains true to its ethos of being a fun place to be. The secretary is the guy who keeps things tidy who 

runs the fly tying evenings keeps score and ensures that someone remembers what is actually decided at 

committee meetings. Guys we need a couple of members to put their hands up. Maybe it’s you? 

We hang petty thieves and appoint the great ones to public office. 

~Aesop, Greek slave & fable author. 

It’s A Giggle 

One from John Warrick 

Ethel was a bit of a demon in her scooter and loved to charge around the nursing home, taking corners on one 

wheel and getting up to maximum speed on the long corridors. 

Because the poor woman was one sandwich short of a picnic the other residents tolerated her and some of 

them actually joined in. 

One day Ethel was speeding up one corridor when a door opened and Kooky Clarence 

stepped out with his arm outstretched. 'STOP!,' he shouted in a firm voice. 'Have you got a license for that 

thing?' Ethel fished around in her handbag and pulled out a Kit Kat wrapper and held it up to him. 'OK' he said 

and away Ethel sped down the hall. 

As she took the corner near the TV lounge on one wheel, weird Harold popped out in front of her and shouted 

'STOP! Have you proof of insurance?' Ethel dug into her handbag, pulled out a drink coaster and held it up to 

him. Harold nodded and said 'On your way, Ma'am.' 

As Ethel neared the final corridor, Crazy Craig stepped out in front of her, Butt-Naked, and waving his dick 

around in his hand. 'Oh, good grief,' yelled Ethel, 'Not that Damn Breathalyser Test again.!!! 

  

I am reminded of a joke: What happens if a politician drowns in a river? That is pollution. 

What happens if all of them drown? That is solution!!! 

(Anonymous) 
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Politicians are the same all over. They promise to build a bridge even where there is no river. 

~Nikita Khrushchev, Russian Soviet politician  

 

http://search.dilbert.com/search?p=R&srid=S3-USWSD02&lbc=dilbert&w=Cubicle%20Fishing&url=http://dilbert.com/strips/comic/2007-09-30/&rk=1&uid=850681583&sid=2&ts=custom&rsc=gBYZ85DpaXCQc1-p&method=and&isort=date&view=list&filter=type:comic
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Fly Tying and Other Tips 

A blast from the past. 

 
 

A tip from the late great Jack Blackman. (published in the Bobbin in August 1994) And by the by. Seal 

fur is now readily available though Antron does the job just as well. And you don’t need to rush out 

and buy wax. Pritt does the job just fine.  

How to get your girl hooked on fly fishing 

By Montana Fly Girl 

One great thing about the upsurge in female fly fishers is the new take on what has been a fairly male 

dominated activity.  That’s all changed. First there was Joan Wulf who rewrote the rule book. Then along came 

the likes of April Vokey. And now well there lots. A recent addition is Tracy more who blogs as Montana Fly Girl. 

Here is her take on how to put a fly rod in the boss’s hands and keep it there. I reproduce it in full as blogs are 

hard to find.   

Okay boys, listen up. This one’s for you. 

Ya’ll keep emailing me asking how to get your ladies to appreciate your love of fly fishing, and how to get her to 

love it like you do. 

Short answer. She may never love it. She may never appreciate your love of it. She may be un-hookable. Like 

that fish that taunts you… the one you can never land. But there might be hope. I’m here to help. 

This girl was me. Years ago, I would have never thought I would be obsessed with fly fishing. I would have bet 

money on it. Matt would always take me out on the raft and I would just sunbathe, eat sunflower seeds, and 

cast a few times just to shut him up. True story. 

Then, his persistence paid off. Somehow, someway… it finally hit me.  My husband and his stubbornness… 

finally used for good. ;) 

So here are some tips for you guys out there. Get to work, be persistent, and do what I tell you… and you may 

be able to pull this off. 

http://montanaflygirl.com/category/uncategorized/
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Also… 50% of the time, I may have no clue what I am talking about… so feel free to help and add your own tips 

in the comments section. 

Top ten ways to get your girl hooked on fly fishing: 

10. Start off small. Go somewhere close & start with a couple hours. None of this 6am to 9pm sh*t. She will 

be ruined. You want enough time to be able to teach her a few things, but do not give her time to be 

frustrated, get bored, or want to quit. Short and sweet here fellas. 

9. Make sure the sun is shining. Check the weather, kids. Most girls are not big fans of being cold. We get 

grumpy, we don’t want to move, and all we can think about is cuddling up with you on a couch by the fire 

watching our favorite girly movie while you sit there, rub our feet, and pretend you like it. This will change 

with time, don’t worry. The more she loves fishing, the more okay she will be with fishing in colder weather. 

Because who cares how cold you are when you have a 26 inch rainbow trout in your hands? 

8. Floating is better for the first time. If you have a boat, or can get one, do it. We are girls, we like to be 

pampered. Row for us, show us your muscles. Know what I’m saying? Don’t make her work too hard the very 

first time or she might just hate it forever. I know. Girls. Relax… she’ll learn to appreciate hiking and wade 

fishing later. Hopefully. 

7. Buy her cute stuff. Seriously. Go shopping with her. Show her how excited you are to fish with her. Help 

her pick out a new hat, or a cute new jacket to wear. Don’t buy her ugly polarized glasses, let her pick out 

cute ones herself… then she will actually wear them. The cuter she feels, the happier she will be. Plus, we 

just get happier when you let us buy stuff… or better yet, when you buy it for us. 

6. Tell her that her ass looks amazing in those waders. Because we all know they don’t. Waders suck for 

girls. We don’t feel cute. I hated them so much for so long, and I still don’t really love them, but Matt tells me 

that my butt looks amazing in waders, and I pretend he is telling the truth. Then I shake my butt and do a 

little happy dance and I’m all good. 

5. Bring extra stuff, and double check. Another great trait that lots of us ladies share? We forget everything. 

We don’t know what we need when we fish. Her cute new jacket? She left it in the garage while she was 

yelling at you for waking her up so early. Her glasses she just spent hours picking out? On the coffee table. 

Round it up for her. Double check that she has everything. Then bring more. 

4. Encourage her. A lot. It gets me motivated when Matt tells me I am casting like a champ. “Good Job!!” 

and“Yeah, girl!!” goes a long way. Make her feel like she’s not the big dummy she feels like. When she gets 

her fly caught in that tree for the 27th time… don’t make fun of her. Then move her away from that tree, you 

idiot. Don’t ever quit with the encouragement. We need it. 

3. Don’t force them to fish the whole time. Let her bring a book, even if it’s that 50 shades of grey garbage. 

Bring her snacks, we love snacks. Let her watch you and be ever so impressed by your smooth casting skills. If 

she wants to take a break, let her. 

2. Be patient. I don’t really have to explain this one. Just don’t be a dick. 

1. Never give up. Never. Like I said, it took me years to appreciate fly fishing, then a few more years to really 

like it, then another year to LOVE it. She has to want it for herself. Just make it a fun experience for her. 

Teach her things in a kind way, make her feel good, make it a fun adventure, and keep at it. 

After all this, when she finally likes it… save up for a trip. Take her somewhere awesome to fish. Matt took 

me to Alaska, and it changed everything. Seriously, it was amazing. I wasn’t even that excited to go, then I 
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teared up coming home because I didn’t want to leave. Alaska, BC, Bahamas, Costa Rica, Mexico… there 

are so many options! Either surprise her and have it all paid for so she can’t say no, or plan it all out together 

because some girls hate surprises. 

Sounds to me it may be easier to leave her at home. Editor 

Articles 

The song of the wandering Aengus 

by: W.B. Yeats 

I WENT out to the hazel wood,  

Because a fire was in my head,  

And cut and peeled a hazel wand,  

And hooked a berry to a thread;  

   

And when white moths were on the 

wing,  

And moth-like stars were flickering 

out,  

I dropped the berry in a stream  

And caught a little silver trout.  

   

When I had laid it on the floor  

I went to blow the fire a-flame,  

But something rustled on the floor,  

And some one called me by my name:  

It had become a glimmering girl  

With apple blossom in her hair  

Who called me by my name and ran  

And faded through the brightening air.  

   

Though I am old with wandering  

Through hollow lands and hilly lands,  

I will find out where she has gone,  

And kiss her lips and take her hands;  

And walk among long dappled grass,  

And pluck till time and times are done  

The silver apples of the moon,  

The golden apples of the sun.  

 

 

Poets talk about "spots of time", but it is really the fishermen who experience eternity compressed into a 

moment. No one can tell what a spot of time is until suddenly the whole world is a fish and the fish is gone. 

Norman Mclean 

When I was younger, my family would go camping and fishing on our ranches. My dad loves being around all 

kinds of animals. He's the one who got me to be a really big animal lover. 

Paris Hilton 

 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/p/paris_hilton.html
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Why trout? 

By Ian Cox 

 

Gordon Van der Spuy on the Crocodile River at Verlorenkloof 

Why trout? Why is the Department of Environmental Affairs trying to get rid of trout? These are the questions 

that come up every time Trout SA or FOSAF talk about this issue. And the answer that is invariably given is that 

trout have become the victims of the zealots who occupy high office in the department. 

Though environmentalism is a movement that boasts more than its fair share of zealots and while it is true that 

these hold sway at the DEA I don’t think that one can say that this is the only reason why trout are being 

targeted. Though environmental zealotry is scary stuff, the most extreme espousing causes that are far to 

genocidal for comfort, even the they will tell you that trout rank pretty low on their list of environmental 

offenders.  For more click here. 

Reports 

Advanced  fly tying workshop. 

 

Gordon Van Der Spuy will be in KZN this month. The NNFC have booked him to run 

an advanced fly tyers workshop on 10 and 11 May. This will take place in Hilton 

and costs R1300.00 There are a couple of places still available. Contact Graeme 

Steart on 083 236 6235 if you are interested. 

 

 

http://www.durbanflytyers.co.za/Articles/Why_Trout.pdf
http://www.durbanflytyers.co.za/Articles/Why_Trout.pdf
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In The Market 
Streamworks tippet dispenser 

 

If you are anything like me you go through a lot 

of tippet material in a day’s fishing. If you are 

not losing a triple nymph rig to some deeply 

submerged log where the big one must be lying, 

it’s that overhanging branch you think you can 

beat or to be honest just plain carelessness. 

Now Xplorer make a cheap and easy tippet 

holder that works just fine that. But if your 

tippet gets away from itself and mine always 

does, you find yourself walking in a cloud of 

trailing nylon.  Then there is the fact that the 

dedicated gear slut always wants more. This is 

where Streamworks nifty little dispenser kicks 

in. Sold by Frontier at R170.00 a box they are 

not cheap. But if you can’t afford to be dressed 

by Simms, this may be the next best thing. 

Cape Storm technical pants 

 

 
These are simply the best fly fishing pants I have ever used or seen. There is nothing better. Period! First they 

are as tough as hell. Especially in places that count like the butt which is double or treble layered so no 

embarrassing moments when your pants inevitably encounter something rough. Second they dry very fast. In fact 

it has been years since I have taken a pair of waders onto a river. There hardly seems to be a point. Third are 

windproof to so none of that hypothermia by evaporation nonsense. They also breathe so you won’t die of 

heatstroke. Fourth they are superbly comfortable. You can walk in these for hours with no chafing. Fifth they 

have big fly box size pockets that are just where you want them. They also look pretty cool if you want to do the 

SAS man of the moment thing at the mall. In fact they should be called goldilocks pants because they are just 

right. They cost about R800.00 but trust me they are worth every penny. You can get them at Outdoor 

Adventure Gear which is at shop 40 in the Glenwood Village Center. That is a cool shop to visit anyway if you 

like technical gear.  
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Club Stuff 

DFT Committee 

A number of members have asked that these details be published in the Bobbin. All we ask is that any 

communication via email be kept to that of fly fishing and club matters.  

Chairman Ian Cox (acting) 082 574 3722 iancox@coxattorneys.co.za 

Secretary Graeme Neary 083 232 2837 gneary@telkomsa.net 

Treasurer Dave Smith 083 251 1629 smiffam@absamail.co.za 

IT Warren Prior 083 348 9790 warren@bahaflyfishing.co.za 

Saltwater Nick Nortje 083 782 9697 nick@bahaflyfishing.co.za 

Freshwater The Committee   

Entertainment Bruce Curry 082 774 5514 Bruce.Curry@altech-multimedia.com 

Editor Ian Cox 082 574 3722 iancox@coxattorneys.co.za 

Forthcoming Attractions 

 

Date Event Venue Organiser Status 

 AGM Normal Monday 

Venue 

  

16 to 18 May Bushmans Snowflake Ian Cox Booking Open  

 Ufudu Fair    

 

For Sale 

If any club member would like advertise some fly tying  kit for sale or is looking for said kit , please contact 

iancox@durbanflytyers.co.za 

 Graeme Neary is selling 

off a lot of extra fly tying 

material he has 

accumulated. He is also 

selling two float tubes for 

R500.00 each. 

 If you are interested 

contact him at gneary@telkomsa.net or on 083 232 

2837 

Durban Fly Tyers Shirts 

BLUE shirts & BLUE hat @ R200.00 for both 

Contact Dave Smith  

 

 

mailto:iancox@coxattorneys.co.za
mailto:smiffam@absamail.co.za
mailto:iancox@coxattorneys.co.za
mailto:iancox@durbanflytyers.co.za
mailto:gneary@telkomsa.net
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Advertisements 
These are free for club members. A modest advertising charged is levied in respect of advertisements placed by non-

members. Contact Dave Smith For details. 

dave@durbanflytyers.co.za 

 
http://www.xplorerflyfishing.co.za/ 

Float Tube Rod Holders 

 

Russell Henwood 

 

Cell: 082 809 2592 

Email: russhenwood@gmail.com 

 
MAGNETIC READERS 

Hang around your neck so they 

never get lost or damaged. Click 

open and closed. 

ONLY R100.00 each. 

STRENGTHS : From 1.0 to 3.5 

Colours: Blue, Red, Black, Brown, 

Grey, Pink, Tortoise Shell 

Contact: 

Linda Arbuthnot: 082 7750 555 

      Paul Leisegang: 082 338 0026 

J-Vice 

Fly Tying Vice 

 
 

Jay Smit 

Cell: 0832508211 

Email:  jay@ismit.co.za  

Web:  http://www.jvice.com 

 

 

Honey sales:  Anja Smith 0832951669 

Bee removal: Dave Smith:  

083 251 1629 

THE ULTIMATE LANDING NET 

Made in South Africa 

 

 
Hand crafted Landing Net made in 2 

Exotic woods. 

The mesh is hand knotted using a soft 

multi-strand nylon to protect the fish 

which is to be released. The lease clip 

allows the net to hang high up 

horizontally on your vest so it will not 

get caught up in vegetation. 

Personalised name an optional. 

 Contact:    Harvey Mulder 

 Cell:           076 0365 123    

Email:        

harvey.mulder@yahoo.co.za                                                      

 

Walkerbouts Inn -  Rhodes 

bookings@walkerbouts.co.za 

www.walkerbouts.co.za 

045 974 9290 

 

mailto:dave@durbanflytyers.co.za
http://www.xplorerflyfishing.co.za/
mailto:russhenwood@gmail.com
http://www.jvice.com/
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Quick Links 
Name Address Comments 

Durban Shops That stock Fly Tying Material 

The Complete Angler Shop 1   

6 Village Rd  

Kloof, 

3610  

Tel 031 764 1488 

Superb freshwater selection of 

fly tying materials. Salty stuff 

too 

Kingfisher http://www.kingfisher.co.za/shop.php  A wide selection of fly tying 

materials balanced more 

towards the salt.  

South African Online Shops 

Frontier Fly Fishing http://www.frontierflyfishing.co.za/  Situated at Coachman's 

Crossing, Centre, Peter Place, 

Bryanston, and Johannesburg. 

Netbooks http://www.netbooks.co.za/  The Home of Craig Thom Check 

him out at the Ufudu Fair. Stream X http://www.streamxflyfishing.co.za/  

The African Fly Fisher http://www.theafricanflyangler.co.za/  Morne Bayman’s new shop 

KZN Fly Fishing Guides 

Jan Korrubel 083 99 33 870  

jlkorrubel@gmail.com jan@wildfly.co.za 

small streams and custom fly 

tying 

Simon Graham 081 87 44 855 

 

still water and custom fly tying 

Grevin Price 

 

 082 896 3688  grevin@wildfly.co.za river and still water (including 

yellowfish) 

Juan-Pierre Rossouw 

 

076 208 5602  

juan@wildfly.co.za 

river and still water (including 

yellowfish) 

Leon Vermeulen 

 

082 442 4846 / leon@wildbrowns.co.za River 

 

KZN Fly Casting Instructors 

All the fishing guides listed above also give casting instruction. 

Ben Pretorius http://www.ufudu.co.za/  

Graham McCall 079 303 3735  

Jeremy Rotchester 083 607 6100  

KZN Fly Fishing and Fly Tying Clubs & Associations  

The Fly Fishers 

Association (FFA) 

flyfishersassociation@gmail.com   

The KZN Fly Fishing 

Association KZNFFA) 

http://www.kznffa.org/public/index.asp?pageid=847   

The Natal Fly Fishing 

Club 

http://www.nffc.co.za/   

South Coast Fly Fishers   

The Underberg and 

Himeville Trout Club 

http://www.uhtfc.co.za/   

Wildfly http://www.wildflytravel.com/index.php?option=com

_content&task=view&id=282&Itemid=451  

 

Tides Charts 

Durban http://www.swell.co.za/durban/tides  Gives you a surf report too. 

Weather 

Durban http://www.windguru.cz/int/index.php?sc=4865   

 

http://www.kingfisher.co.za/shop.php
http://www.frontierflyfishing.co.za/
http://www.netbooks.co.za/
http://www.streamxflyfishing.co.za/
http://www.theafricanflyangler.co.za/
mailto:jlkorrubel@gmail.com
mailto:jan@wildfly.co.za
mailto:grevin@wildfly.co.za
mailto:juan@wildfly.co.za
mailto:leon@wildbrowns.co.za
http://www.ufudu.co.za/
mailto:flyfishersassociation@gmail.com
http://www.kznffa.org/public/index.asp?pageid=847
http://www.nffc.co.za/
http://www.uhtfc.co.za/
http://www.wildflytravel.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=282&Itemid=451
http://www.wildflytravel.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=282&Itemid=451
http://www.swell.co.za/durban/tides
http://www.windguru.cz/int/index.php?sc=4865

