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Next Meeting 

Visitors and beginners are welcome. 

Date 6 February  2017 

Venue Room G1 Westville Library 

Time 7pm for 7.30pm 

Tie Freshwater 

Tyer Gerhard Goosen 

Pattern Foam Hopper 

Special Instructions Bring strong thread and 

coloured markers if you 

have. 

http://www.durbanflytyers.co.za/
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CHAIRMAN’S CHIRP 
Welcome to another year and may the odds forever be in your 

favour! 

It’s going to be an interesting year. The country is still locked in 

drought which should playing Harry with the fishing. However as I 

report in Eastern Cape Journey, the trout fishing is holding up 

remarkably well despite the adverse conditions. By all accounts 

the Bushmans is also fishing well and so too is the Mooi. Some 

very large fish are coming out of our dams.  

The trout fight is still a fight but it is going as well as can be expected given the beast 

we are dealing with. I report on progress and suggest that they are trying to reach “A 

bridge too far” in a report bearing that title. 

Gerhard Goosen will tie for us at the next meeting. Gerhard hails from Matuba but 

fishes all over the province in both the salt and fresh water.   

Bring some cash to the next meeting as we will be auctioning off a Capestream Dreams calendar kindly 

supplied to us by the Marcel Terblanche of Drift. Tis spectacular. Tickets will be R10.00 a pop. 

IT’S A GIGGLE 

  

 
 

http://www.driftflyfishing.co.za/
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FLY TYING AND OTHER TIPS 

Cool flies 

 

From the web 
 Understanding the leech 

 Whiting chooks 

 Swinging flies 

 Setups for Nymphing Deep  

 Davie McPhail on tying nymphs 

 Davie McPhail Parachute Ant 

http://www.hatchmag.com/articles/understanding-leech/7712655?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAPI2esNNz4
http://www.ginkandgasoline.com/fly-fishing-tips-technique/3-tips-for-swinging-flies-for-trout-other-species-3/
ww.ginkandgasoline.com/fly-fishing-tips-technique/three-proven-options-for-deep-deep-nymphing-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=st-f_S-Zwrg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4u3OKVP1J8
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Jay chilling in Chile 

ARTICLES 

Eastern Cape Journey 

By Ian Cox 

 
Steve Brooks at Groot Dam near Somerset East 

I don’t know if it is just me but fly fishing trips always start over a drink. This one was no exception. Last may 

saw me enjoying a well lubricated lunch with a bunch of mates at Velorenkloof. Talk, not unnaturally, turned 

to hogs and where to catch them which of course brought up the Eastern Cape. And so it was that I found 

myself offering a trip to fish the meanest best big fish still waters in the country. Everyone was in until I asked 

if they were really in when it turned out that only Russel could make it. Stevie Brooks stepped in and martin 

Davies offered to arrange the fishing and so away we went at the beginning of January on a 2 500km ten day 

expedition through some of the best stillwater fishing the Eastern Cape has to offer. Click here for more.  

http://www.durbanflytyers.co.za/Articles/Eastern_Cape_Journey.pdf
http://www.durbanflytyers.co.za/Articles/Eastern_Cape_Journey.pdf
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Wading Boots 

By Ian Cox 

 

My wading boots packed up the other day, just over 4 years after I bought them. I was fishing with Andrew 

Savs at the time, who like me, has a questioning mind. It was not surprising therefor that our conversation 

swiftly turned to the relative merits of wading boots and their durability.  Click here to read more 

Wading Boots 

REPORTS 

A bridge to far 

By Ian Cox 

 

I suspect most of us have seen Richard Attenborough’s masterpiece by that name.  

http://www.durbanflytyers.co.za/Articles/Wading_Boots.pdf
http://www.durbanflytyers.co.za/Articles/Wading_Boots.pdf
http://www.durbanflytyers.co.za/Articles/A_Bridge_To_Far.pdf
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Less will remember the dialogue that gave the film its title.  

Toward the end of the film Major General Roy Urquart, dirty and exhausted from the heat of battle, meets the 

immaculately dressed,  behind the lines commander, Lieutenant-General Frederick Browning who justifies the 

debacle that was Arnhem and his role in it with the lie “Market garden was 90% successful” …. “But as you 

know I thought we tried to go a bridge to far”.  

As perfect a critique of the dishonesty of power as ever made it onto the big screen.  

We are witnessing another case of a “bridge too far” in the environmental space where the conservationists 

who control South Africa’s environmental authorities and many of its research institutes are finally facing the 

consequences of trying to reach a bridge too far. Click here for more. 

IN THE MARKET 

Guide II 10’, 5wt 

 

I have always been a fan of the guide 2 fly rods sold by Xplorer 

though I have never owned one until now, that is. Christmas 

came and I thought I deserved a present so off I went and 

purchased the 10’ 5 wt. I like longer rod, especially when 

fishing off a float tube. The added length also makes it easier to 

get a fishes head out of the water and thus bring it to net 

faster. I have a 10’ Tim Rajeff Echo 2 but was looking for 

something a little less brutal. Oh there was also the matter of 

an upcoming fishing trip and the fact that my much loved and 

abused Stealth Red was out of action. 

I must say I was delighted with the Guide II. It was everything I hoped it to be and a lot more. Casting was 

effortless even after a long day on the water. The rod is also very forgiving making it easier for average casters 

like myself to look good.  

I have a Sage VXP 9’ and can honestly say that given a choice the Guide ii will come out of the tube first. I do 

not think there is any rod sold in RSA that beats it on price/action and it competes well with a lot of much 

more expensive rods.   

I have one niggle, and this is not a criticism because R2 300.00 a rod means they are going to be compromises 

somewhere, and that is the quality of the eyes. They tend to deform and according to one Facebook post, can 

even break. I would have happily paid a couple of hundred bucks more for better ironmongery. I may even 

strip the Stuffit was sold with and wrap on my own.  

John Geils took offence at this assuring me that standard industry eyes are used. As I said this is not a criticism. 

The rod is well priced for what it is. I just wonder if a great rod cannot be made superb by this little 

improvement. 

 

The problem with some people is that when they aren't drunk, they're sober. 

William Butler Yeats 

http://www.durbanflytyers.co.za/Articles/A_Bridge_To_Far.pdf
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CLUB STUFF 

Subs for 2016/17 are overdue.  
The new subs are: 

Joining Fee R200 senior R100 Junior 

Senior Member R200 

Junior Member R100 

Family Member R200 plus R50% of fee for each subsequent family member. 

 
No cash deposits.  Cash will only be accepted by Dave Smith at meetings of the DFT. All other payment to be 
made by eft into the club bank account. 
 
Bank details  
Bank: Standard Bank  
Branch: Westville  
Branch Code: 045 426  
Account Number: 053 189 647 

Please advise e mail Dave Smith smiffam@absamail.co.za proof of payment stating the type of members and 
the member(s) names.  

DFT Committee 
A number of members have asked that these details be published in the Bobbin. All we ask is that any 

communication via email be kept to that of fly fishing and club matters.  

Chairman and vice 
Chairman 

Ian Cox and Stelios 
Comninos 

082 574 3722 

083 255 3334 

iancox@coxattorneys.co.za 

stelios.comninos@gmail.com  

Administration and 
Communications 

Dave Smith – treasurer 
Bruce Curry- secretarial and 
entertainment 
Warren Prior - It 

083 251 1629 
082 774 5514 083 
348 9790 

smiffam@absamail.co.za 
Bruce.curry.too@gmail.com 
warren@bahaflyfishing.co.za 

Membership 
development 

Andrew Mather 
Terry Andrews 
Stelios Comninos 

083 3090233 
083 2519264 
083 255 3334 

andrewmather@telkomsa.net 
81tbone@gmail.com 
stelios.comninos@gmail.com 

The Bobbin  Ian Cox 
Warren Prior 

082 574 3722 083 
348 9790 

iancox@coxattorneys.co.za 
warren@bahaflyfishing.co.za 

Outings The Committee   

    

     

mailto:smiffam@absamail.co.za
mailto:iancox@coxattorneys.co.za
mailto:smiffam@absamail.co.za
mailto:Bruce.curry.too@gmail.com
mailto:andrewmather@telkomsa.net
mailto:iancox@coxattorneys.co.za


Page 8 of 9 

 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

These are free for club members. A modest advertising charged is levied in respect of advertisements placed by non-

members. Contact Dave Smith For details. 

dave@durbanflytyers.co.za 

 
MAGNETIC READERS 

Hang around your neck so they 

never get lost or damaged. Click 

open and closed. 

ONLY R100.00 each. 

STRENGTHS : From 1.0 to 3.5 

Colours: Blue, Red, Black, Brown, 

Grey, Pink, Tortoise Shell 

Contact: 

Linda Arbuthnot: 082 7750 

555 

      Paul Leisegang: 082 338 0026 

J-Vice 

Fly Tying Vice 

 
 

Jay Smit 

Cell: 0832508211 

Email:  jay@ismit.co.za  

Web:  http://www.jvice.com 

 

 

Honey sales:  Anja Smith 0832951669 

Bee removal: Dave Smith:  

083 251 1629 

THE ULTIMATE LANDING NET 

Made in South Africa 

 

 
Hand crafted Landing Net made in 2 

Exotic woods. 

The mesh is hand knotted using a soft 

multi-strand nylon to protect the fish 

which is to be released. The lease clip 

allows the net to hang high up 

horizontally on your vest so it will not get 

caught up in vegetation. Personalised 

name an optional. 

 Contact:    Harvey Mulder 

 Cell:           076 0365 123    

Email:        

harvey.mulder@yahoo.co.za                            

 

Walkerbouts Inn -  Rhodes 

bookings@walkerbouts.co.za 

www.walkerbouts.co.za 

045 974 9290 

 
http://www.xplorerflyfishing.co.za/ 

 

mailto:dave@durbanflytyers.co.za
http://www.jvice.com/
http://www.walkerbouts.co.za/
http://www.xplorerflyfishing.co.za/
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QUICK LINKS 
Name Address Comments 

Durban Shops That stock Fly Tying Material 

The Complete Angler Shop 1  6 Village Rd Kloof,3610  
Tel 031 764 1488 

Superb freshwater selection 
of fly tying materials. Salty 
stuff too 

Kingfisher http://www.kingfisher.co.za/shop.php  A wide selection of fly tying 
materials balanced more 
towards the salt.  

South African Online Shops 

Frontier Fly Fishing http://www.frontierflyfishing.co.za/  Situated at Coachman's 
Crossing, Centre, Peter 
Place, Bryanston, and 
Johannesburg. 

Netbooks http://www.netbooks.co.za/  The Home of Craig Thom 
Check him out at the Ufudu 
Fair. 

Stream X http://www.streamxflyfishing.co.za/  

The African Fly Fisher http://www.theafricanflyangler.co.za/  Morne Bayman’s new shop 

KZN Fly Fishing Guides 

Jan Korrubel 083 99 33 870  
jlkorrubel@gmail.com jan@wildfly.co.za 

small streams and custom 
fly tying 

Grevin Price 

 

 082 896 3688  grevin@wildfly.co.za river and still water 
(including yellowfish) 

Juan-Pierre Rossouw 

 

076 208 5602  
juan@wildfly.co.za 

river and still water 
(including yellowfish) 

Leon Vermeulen 

 

082 442 4846 / leon@wildbrowns.co.za River 
 

KZN Fly Casting Instructors 

All the fishing guides listed above also give casting instruction. 

Graham McCall 079 303 3735  

Jeremy Rotchester 083 607 6100  

KZN Fly Fishing and Fly Tying Clubs & Associations  

The Fly Fishers 

Association (FFA) 

flyfishersassociation@gmail.com   

The KZN Fly Fishing 

Association KZNFFA) 

http://www.kznffa.org/public/index.asp?pageid=
847  

 

The Natal Fly Fishing 

Club 

http://www.nffc.co.za/   

South Coast Fly 

Fishers 

  

The Underberg and 

Himeville Trout Club 

http://www.uhtfc.co.za/   

Wildfly http://www.wildflytravel.com/index.php?option=
com_content&task=view&id=282&Itemid=451  

 

Tides Charts 

Durban http://www.swell.co.za/durban/tides  Gives you a surf report too. 

Weather 

Durban http://www.windguru.cz/int/index.php?sc=4865   

 

http://www.kingfisher.co.za/shop.php
http://www.frontierflyfishing.co.za/
http://www.netbooks.co.za/
http://www.streamxflyfishing.co.za/
http://www.theafricanflyangler.co.za/
mailto:jlkorrubel@gmail.com
mailto:jan@wildfly.co.za
mailto:grevin@wildfly.co.za
mailto:juan@wildfly.co.za
mailto:leon@wildbrowns.co.za
mailto:flyfishersassociation@gmail.com
http://www.kznffa.org/public/index.asp?pageid=847
http://www.kznffa.org/public/index.asp?pageid=847
http://www.nffc.co.za/
http://www.uhtfc.co.za/
http://www.wildflytravel.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=282&Itemid=451
http://www.wildflytravel.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=282&Itemid=451
http://www.swell.co.za/durban/tides
http://www.windguru.cz/int/index.php?sc=4865

