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by Jack Blackman

When dubbing the thread we have been
taught to use various waxes, which are
put onto the thread by stroking, this so
often results in too much wax on the
thread and even leaves small lumps.

I am currently using Overton's
Wonder Wax, but any suitable dubbing
wax will do. Holding the material to be
dubbed between the finger and thumb
of your left hand together with the
bobbin in your palm.

Dab the forefinger of the right hand
with a stroking movement on the wax.
A little wax is left on your finger, pick
a tiny amount of material and spin. As
you spin, the wax leaves your finger
onto the dubbing, exaclty where you
want it.

This works well for all dubbing, both
synthetic and naturals, especially when
using difficult to spin seals fur (if you
still have some).
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By Jack "The MainMan" Blackman

MATERIALS:

In addition to your normal fly tying
vice, you wiil require a very sharp
knife, a junior hack saw blade. some
coarse emery paper (No. 100), some
fine emery paper, a piece of board onto
vhich the emery paper can be pinned
and some Pratley's Clear Quickset
Epoxy.

Hook: Hooks should be long shank
wide gape stingers. These hooks are not
easy to find and you will have to phone
around. Size 2 is the best size for a
start.

Thread: I use 3/0 thread, usually
white.

Body: The main material will be an old
slop shoe or high density urethane foam
(it must be very hard). Hackles to your
choice. Living rubber for legs, some
pearl krystal flash. some white or
coloured calf tail hair.

TYING:

The formula 1o cut the imtial block of
foam using a No. Z hook as suggested
15

Length - from eye 10 opposite point of
hook 30mm.

Width and Depth - Half the shank
length.
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Cut a rectangle of foam 30mm X
15mm X 15mm.

Step 2
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Using the junior hack saw blade, cut a
groove to take the hook.

Step 3

1st cut Som
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With the knife, make the first cut at the
top of the block and a second cut at the
other end

Step 4

shape on emery paper

Glue in the hook making sure that it is
mounted strzight. Once the glue has
cured, place it in a glass of water to see
whether the popper floats properly wit
the bend of the hook straight down. If
the hook hangs to the left. sand off a
little on the right hand side of the foam
body.

Step 6

Once the foam and hook fleat straight
up and down, add the tail material.
Step 7

Take a strand of living rubber, thread it
onto 2 needle and push it through the
foam as shown on the sketch.

Step 8

Most slops material does not need
colouring. but this is your choice.
Finally paint on a hlack eye on each
side.

The block is ready to be shaped on the
emery paper. Care should be taken
making sure that each side is even.

Step 5

glue in the hook

| Of Tall Tales
Quickies

The next time you decide to tie vour

favourite dry fly, trv using Duck

feathers. This will definitely ensure

that vour fly floats because Ducks
float.

The Bobbin
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